
Fellow Elks, members of the Albany 
Schenectady HOG Motorcycle Club toured 
the East Coast on Memorial Day, visiting 
the Gettysburg Battle Field in PA, The D-
Day Memorial in Bedford VA, 
(background), the Viet-Nam Memorial 
(“The Wall”) and WWII Memorial in 
Washington DC.  One of the highlights of 
the ride was a stop at the Elks National 
Home in Bedford VA.   
 
 

The riders refreshed themselves in several of the guest rooms.  
Later in the evening, a small gathering hosted by Marie Powers 
and several of the women was held at one of the open-air 
pavilions that surround the property, pleasantly adorned with 
fresh blooming flowers, comfortable chairs and refreshments.  
PDD Ray Slingerland and Rod Burr gave several of the women, 
many of which had never been on a motorcycle before, a chance 
to take a ride.  Once on the bike and over their initial reservations, 
it was difficult to get them off.  “We rode to the activity center, to 
several of my friends houses, even down town” said Nancy Scott.  
“I wanted to find someone I knew to show off that I had finally 
had a chance to ride on a motorcycle, and such a pretty one at 
that”.  
 

The evening weather was ideal for a fine motorcycle ride as the 
ladies rode along the 9 hole golf course that surrounds the home, and 
then with newfound spirit, off into the warm Virginia   evening to 
tour the surrounding countryside. It appears the ladies felt more 
adventurous then their male counterparts, and before too long, each 
took their turn and hopped on the back of the large bikes and 
disappeared into the setting Virginia 
evening. 
 
The evening ended late, with jokes 
about new tattoos, and a toast by 99 
year old Bill Kesler that left the 

younger riders trying to remember the words for future use. The 
short visit turned out to be an experience for more then the new 
riders, “My evening spent with these ladies and gentlemen from 
the Elks Home was an eye opener for me” said rider Bill Wink  
“Never did I imagine the vitality, cheerfulness, and humor.  It’s 
given me new hope to the enjoyment for my retirement years.”  

Elk members and motorcycle enthusiasts visit the 
Elks National Home for Memorial Day.  Left-
Right Paul Engle (Lodge 2530), PDD Ray 
Slingerland (Lodge 2157), Bill Wink (Lodge 
2466), Jim Spath (Lodge 2073), Rod Burr (2157), 
Doug Catharine (Guest), Doug Catharine Sr 
(2157). Vince Castellano (Guest),  Front Row 
Marie Powers   

 

Ray, and Nancy Scott, one of Bedford’s finest 
ladies take a motorcycle tour into the summer 
evening 

 

One of the “new motorcyclists”, Marge Englehart 
poses after an evening ride.  “Now I understand why 
you men ride these things, that was fantastic… lets 
go again”  


